OUT   OF JOINT
consort, all very good things, but do they help in European affairs?
The Aga Khan, whose article was headed Teace or Truce:
A look into the future; The bases for world security', began like
this:
Peace prevails, thanks to the wisdom of the Prime Minister,
and those who loyally supported him in the Cabinet and the
country. What about the future? The foundation of world
peace is an Anglo-French alliance by which all the resources
of Great Britain would be placed at the disposal of France
in the event of an unprovoked attack on that country and
vice versa. One hears two opinions whether or not Germany
and her Chancellor can be trusted to keep the peace. The
question of trust is irrelevant... .
I think one might hear two opinions about that one, if one
listened hard. But I, with my doubting mind, wondered whether
the Aga Khan's voice in European affairs was one of the first
authority, whether he really knew his Germany and his Germans,
whether he had plumbed and knew to their depths the minds of the
men who live in Shoreditch and Hoxton, in Jarrow and Durham,
in Wapping, ^Wimbledon and Wandsworth. Because they, as it
seemed to me, ought to have something to say, sometime, in the
shaping of England's destiny.
I ought to quote briefly from a letter headed 'Blessings of the
Aeroplane' which was published in The Times about this same
period. It said:
May it not be that the sun rose upon a new era when Mr.
Chamberlain took off from Heston? Thanks to the aeroplane,
war has become so humanly intolerable that the hatred of it is
everywhere becoming more powerful than the forces which
promote it and all humanity is beginning to rise in revolt
against its continuance. May it not be, again, that war has
begun to commit suicide?
May it not? cAlas,' added the writer, 'the bombs arc still
dropping in China and in Spain.'
Yes, the blessed aeroplane doesn't seem to have done much
towards making war commit suicide there.
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